
Georgia Caroline Visits the State Capitol  
Historical Figures  

 

Grade  1st 

Topic  Historical Figures -Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin  

Standard  SS1H1: Read about and describe the life of historical figures in 
American history.  
a. Identify the contributions made by these figures: Benjamin 
Franklin (inventor/author/statesman), Thomas Jefferson (Declaration 
of Independence).  

Materials  ● T h o m a s  J e ffe r s o n  (s tu d e n t s h e e t) 
● B e n ja m in  F r a n k lin  (s tu d e n t s h e e t) 
● B la n k  t-c h a r t 
● C h r o m e b o o k s , la p to p s , ta b le ts * 

*V id e o s  c a n  b e  s h o wn  a s  a  wh o le  g r o u p  if in d ivid u a l d e vic e s  a r e n ’t 
a va ila b le .  

Activating Strategy  Dis p la y p ic tu r e s  o f b o th  T h o m a s  J e ffe r s o n  a n d  B e n ja m in  F r a n k lin  o n  
th e  b o a r d  to  d e te r m in e  if  th e y c a n  id e n tify e ith e r  o n e  b y s ig h t.  

Instruction (Teacher)  ● T h e  te a c h e r  will r e fe r  to  th e  im p o r ta n t figu r e s  n o te d  o n  p a g e  8 
o f th e  te xt a n d  e xp la in  th a t th e  le s s o n  g o a l is  to  id e n tify 
c o n tr ib u tio n s  m a d e  b y T h o m a s  J e ffe r s o n  a n d  B e n ja m in  
F r a n k lin . 

● Review what the word contribution  means and provide several 
examples that students may be familiar with. (How do students 
help their parents at home? How do students help other 
classmates at school?)  

● Explain to students that they will be assigned one of these 
figures to learn more about by watching a short video 
biography.  

● Have students form a straight line and walk inward forming a 
“taco” fold (SIOP). All students should be facing one another. 
Assign  one side of the fold to research Jefferson. Assign the 
other side of the fold to research Franklin.  

● Distribute Jefferson and Franklin recording sheets to the 
assigned students and allow time for each to watch the 
biography videos as well as draw/write a contribution made by 
the figure.  

○ Thoma s Jefferson   
○ Benjamin Franklin  

● The teacher will need to provide technology assistance as 
needed for video links, sound, etc.  

● After this is complete, have students meet back with “taco” 
partner s and share their responses with each other.  

Application (Student)  The students will  
● utilize listening and viewing skills to watch a video biography 

related to either Thomas Jefferson or Benjamin Franklin.  
● identify one contribution made by the assigned figure and use 

pictures/words to record this information.  
● share illustrated/written responses with a partner.  

Closing  The teacher will bring the lesson to a close with a whole group 

http://georgiavirtualtours.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/GCVSC-T.-Jefferson-Student-Sheet.pdf
http://georgiavirtualtours.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/GCVSC-B.-Franklin-Student-Sheet.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPeffaxcT4k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nOF0OCI1xIc


discussion and record the contributions of each historical figure on 
th e  t-c h a r t.  

Differentiation  Remediation : The teacher may complete one figure to serve as an 
exemplar and have students c omplete the task for the other figure in 
partners to provide additional support.  
Acceleration : Find short biography videos related to other figures 
noted in the book for students to watch and increase understanding 
related to many important figures in our  state. (Martha Berry, Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Tomochichi, etc.)  

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPeffaxcT4k  (Jefferson)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nOF0OCI1xIc  (Franklin)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPeffaxcT4k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nOF0OCI1xIc

